SO                                            Luminaries of Andhra Pradesb

Praiasam was aaociated for years with journalism. He
was not a joi-rcalist in the true sense of the term. But the
fact remained that he ran a paper called the 'Madras Lawyers
Journal' as early as in 1912-1916.

Later ID order to serve the Congress and Andhra
started a daily Newspaper 'Swarajya* for which he had sacri-
ficed all his resources and established it into a Limited
Company and got many shareholders. The latter gave huge
sums more as donations to a national cause rather than
investment. For Prakasam himself says The Swarajya Company
although a limited one, was treated by the Public as my omn
company, ia which11 enjoyed the fullest authority to dictate
among other things the editorial policy of the paper as well1*.

The paper had become so popular right from its Incep-
tion that It gained a large circulation. It had become one of
the leading journals ia India for it carried not only upto date
news but. good articles by well known national leaders. Further
it was so efficiently ran that it became the Congress* formost
organ that did earnest propaganda ia publicising all the
activities of the Congress clarifying, to the public the under-
lying principles and policies of the Congress. Mothiia! Nefara
also bought stares and it served the Congress loyally for years
in propagating the programmes of tne Congress.

And whenever Prakssam had diffirences with the Congress
programmes, Swarajya unhesitatingly took them up and discu-
ssed them vehemently. There were occasions when Rajagopala-
chari and Prakasam had dfferences ia regard to Congress
policies which again were taken tip by the Swarajya. Gandhiji
apparently reported about this and lie asked Prakasam
unceremoniously to dose down the paper without giving any
reasons,

Prakasam explained the difficulty  involved in, suddenly
a huge..concern, like 'Swarajya' and moreover, in his
i, it-was   doing extremely good work. But Gandhiiji